
RESHAPE OF VACANT LAND 

Floating Streets Pilot - Harvey
Parklands Pilot - Westwego 

1



BALANCING WATER 
Reshaping of South New Orleans Subdivision - Harvey
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Balancing Water: Reshape of Vacant Lands, Harvey
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Floating Streets Sample
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Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan

Floating Streetss

Typically streets sections are crowned, 
with a peak in the center and low points 
at the curbs. This means that street 
flooding typically occurs in parking 
lanes and on sidewalks. The floating 
streets proposal slopes the surface of 
the road in one direction, and down 
into a bioswale. During wet weather, the 
roadside bioswales collect and infiltrate 
stormwater, and they connect to surface 
and subsurface drainage infrastructure 
that directs excess stormwater into 
vacant lots.  

Floating Street

A floating street allows water to infiltrate 
into soils beneath its surface, allowing for 
a more stable and sustainable street.

Existing Street

The impervious surfaces of existing 
streets allow little infiltration. This results 
in a low groundwater table, which 
contributes to local subsidence.

Floating Streets Toolbox
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Orleans Water Corridors

Street Sections

Sections show two scenarios 

The plan at left shows the location of 
four different street types adjacent to 
vacant lands
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Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan
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Wet Condtion
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BALANCING 
WATER Westwego: Reshaping Vacant Lands

PARKLANDS

Retention Park
A

ve
. A

R
iver R

d
.

M
ississippi R

iver T
rail

A
ve

. B

PARKING FIELDS

Waggoner & Ball

14



Balancing Water: Reshape of Vacant Lands, Westwego
Expressway to New Orleans 
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Parklands Sample
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170170 St. Bernard’s Watercourses

 Parklands
Parklands forms the backbone of the connecting between neighborhoods and serving 
as a transitional zone between urban/suburban areas.   
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171171Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan

Waterfront Park
Along the 40 Arpent in St. Bernard Parish 
and the Lower Ninth Ward, the canal 
bridges access to the Central Wetlands 
Units. New waterfront development hugs 
canal edges.
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WESTWEGO CURRENT CONDITION 
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WESTWEGO PROPOSED - PARKLANDS 
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