On motion of , seconded by, the following ordinance was offered:

SUMMARY NO.   24963   ORDINANCE NO. 
An ordinance to amend Chapter 7 Animals and Fowl, Article II, Animal Control and Welfare, Division 2, Animal Shelter Impoundment, Section 7-55 impoundment of cats for being at-large. (Parishwide)


WHEREAS, it is found that cats should not be impounded by the Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter simply for being off leash and outdoors; and


NOW THEREFORE, THE JEFFERSON PARISH COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS:


SECTION 1.
That Chapter 7 Animals and Fowl, Article II, Animal Control and Welfare, Division 2, Animal Shelter Impoundment, Section 7-55, is hereby amended to read as follows:
Section 7-55, Liability of owner for dogs and/or cats at-large.
(a) In addition to the fees and charges to be paid to the animal shelter for the release of any impounded dog or cat, any owner who has permitted his licensed or unlicensed dog or cat to roam at-large may be found guilty of a violation of this article and shall be subject to a penalty as set forth in section 7-30. 

(b) For the first offense, an owner shall have the option to pay either the fees and charges set forth in section 7-30 or the cost to have the animal spayed or neutered by the animal shelter or a low cost spay/neuter clinic prior to releasing an intact, unaltered dog or cat found to be at-large. 

(c) For the second offense (found to be at-large twice in their lifetime) any intact, unaltered dog or cat shall be spayed or neutered at the owner's cost prior to its release from impoundment, unless: 

(1)  The health of the dog or cat, as determined by a licensed veterinarian, prohibits its spaying or neutering (hereinafter "alteration"); or 

(2)  The owner provides proof from a veterinarian that the dog or cat has been altered; or 

(3)  The dog is less than four (4) months of age, or the cat is less than two (2) months of age or weighs less than two (2) pounds; or 

(4)  The owner provides valid ownership papers verifying the purebred status of the dog or cat and the owner pays a subsequent impoundment fee as established in section 7-30(b) in order to avoid alteration of the purebred dog or cat. In the event the owner elects to have the animal spayed/neutered prior to its release the cost of these services shall be deducted from the impoundment fee. 

This ordinance having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:


YEAS:


NAYS:

ABSENT:

This ordinance was declared to be adopted on the 25th day of April, 2018, and shall become effective as follows if signed forthwith by the Parish President, ten (10) days after adoption; thereafter, upon the signature by the Parish President, or if not signed by the Parish President, upon expiration of the time for ordinances to be considered finally adopted without the signature of the Parish President, as provided in Section 2.07 of the Charter.  If vetoed by the Parish President subsequently approved by the Council, this ordinance shall become effective on the day of such approval.  

