
On motion of Councilman ______________, seconded by Councilman ______________ the following resolution was offered:


RESOLUTION NO. ________________
A resolution supporting the federal Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourism Opportunities and Revived Economy of the Gulf Coast Act of 2011 (RESTORE Act) which will redirect Clean Water Act penalties from the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill for Gulf Coast recovery efforts, and urging swift passage of said Act by the United States Congress.   (Parishwide) 
WHEREAS, the RESTORE Act is a bipartisan effort to address problems arising due to the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico as almost two years later, state and local Gulf communities still struggle to recover from the spill’s impacts; and

WHEREAS, the RESTORE Act proposes to redirect 80 percent of the administrative and civil penalty fines captured from the BP spill to Gulf Coast restoration activities with the money being divided so that 35 percent of these penalty fines would be split equally among the states (Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas) to pay for economic and environmental restoration projects, as defined in the bill; 60 percent percent  would be used to develop and implement a comprehensive restoration plan created by a federal-state Gulf Coast Restoration Council that includes representatives from all five states; and five percent would be allocated in equal parts to a Gulf science and fisheries program; and 

WHEREAS, the premise of the bill is to redirect Clean Water Act penalty fines to the place of injury – the Gulf Coast.  Under current law, the money will flow into the U.S. Treasury where it would be used to pay for future oil spill cleanups and to offset deficit spending elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, the Clean Water Act penalties should be predominantly used for the restoration as follows: the investment allows for the greatest leverage of the penalties due to economies of scale and opportunities for matching Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA) funds, state and private investment.  Said investment saves future federal response funding because vulnerabilities in the Gulf will be reduced; The investment helps achieve federal Gulf Coast restoration goals otherwise unattainable, and will help cover needs and impacts that are unmet by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990; and


WHEREAS, the Mississippi River has been channelized to improve navigation for the nation; however, the levees built for that goal have deprived the marsh of the alluvial silt that nurtured it over millenniums. Starved of silt, the marshes are now subsiding into the Gulf; and 

WHEREAS, Louisiana has lost an area equivalent in size to the state of Delaware to erosion, with the Mississippi River Delta losing the equivalent of a football field of marshland every hour;  and


WHEREAS, Clean Water Act penalties provide the opportunity to reverse this national disaster and conserve and restore Louisiana’s wetlands, which provide much of the nation’s oil and gas and seafood, and protect the river delta which is critical to the nation’s navigational needs; and  

 WHEREAS, more than 90 percent of the nation’s offshore crude oil and natural gas is produced in the Gulf, and nearly one third of sea food production in the continental U.S. is harvested in the Gulf of Mexico; and
WHEREAS, saving the Gulf Coast is a national issue that affects commerce and jobs across America; and

WHEREAS, the RESTORE Act, redirecting Clean Water Act penalty fines to restore the Gulf region communities, economies and environment, has gained the support of over 150 organizations – both environmental and economic, and it has been endorsed by countless newspapers across the country – including many along the Gulf Coast and the New York Times; and  

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Jefferson Parish to support this Act to further the recovery efforts made after the BP Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico and to restore our vanishing wetlands.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Jefferson Parish Council of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana acting as governing authority of said Parish:

SECTION 1. That Jefferson Parish hereby fully supports the Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourism Opportunities and Revived Economy of the Gulf Coast Act of 2011 (RESTORE Act) which will redirect Clean Water Act penalties from the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill for Gulf Coast recovery efforts, and urging swift passage of said Act by the United States Congress. 

SECTION 2. 
That there is no cost associated with this resolution.

SECTION 3. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Louisiana Congressional Delegation. 
SECTION 4.
That the Chairman of the Jefferson Parish Council or, in his absence, the Vice-Chairwoman, be and are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to give full force and effect to this resolution.

The foregoing resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows:


YEAS: 


NAYS:


 
ABSENT:


The resolution was declared to be adopted on this the ____day of ____________, 2012.

